Fifty five (26%) of two hundred and fifteen patients presenting with Crohn's disease in the Blackpool area over a 15 year period (1969)(1970)(1971)(1972)(1973)(1974)(1975)(1976)(1977)(1978)(1979)(1980)(1981)(1982)(1983) were over 60 years of age. There were twice as many women as men (38: 17). In 60% disease was limited to the large bowel compared to only 29% in the younger age group. Many of these were women with mild distal colitis. Twenty one patients required operative management. In general, the prognosis was good in colonic disease, but in small bowel and ileocolonic disease the necessity for early operative intervention was potentially fatal. Delayed diagnosis, poor nutritional state and associated disease were relevant adverse factors. The majority of patients at the time of review were well and, where necessary, were coping satisfactorily with a stoma.
Introduction
Reports from the United Kingdom''3'4 document an increasing incidence of Crohn's disease and a similar increase was suggested in Blackpool to 1980.5 However, a more recent report suggests that a plateau occurred around 1978/79 continuing at least to 1983. 6 In the present paper we report observations in patients with Crohn's disease presenting in Blackpool for the first time after their 60th birthday between 1969 and 1983.
Methods
Previous reports5'6 have described the occurrence of new cases of Crohn's disease in the Blackpool area. The following sources were used: (a) colitis clinic records, (b) diagnostic index in the department of histopathology, (c) information from consultant colleagues at the hospital, (d) hospital activity analysis data maintained by the North West Regional Health Authority. Cases have been analysed according to Presenting features were commonly those described in series of Crohn's disease -diarrhoea, abdominal pain, weight loss and rectal bleeding. Seven presented with acute complications (3 with intestinal obstruction, 3 with perforation and 1 with massive bleeding). In 20 of 36 patients who had a barium enema colonic diverticula were present. The mean interval between onset and diagnosis was 11 months. One feature ofthis series relates to the high incidence of Crohn's colitis (Table II) . The majority of these, particularly in women, were cases of mild distal disease (Table II) . 
